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Abstract
Introduction

The dissolution of the Soviet Union in 1991 marked a pivotal
reconfiguration of geopolitical dynamics in the South Caucasus
(Akhbari, 2020). The emergence of the independent Republic of
Azerbaijan on Iran's northwestern border introduced a complex set
of opportunities and challenges for the Islamic Republic. While
historical, cultural, and religious ties—particularly shared Shia
heritage—provided a potential foundation for robust partnership,
the subsequent three decades have been characterized by persistent
strategic friction rather than stable convergence (Pourahmadi &
Feizollahi, 2023). This study investigates the critical juncture
represented by the Second Nagorno-Karabakh War in 2020,
analyzing its role as a catalyst that has profoundly reshaped the
security landscape for Iran and significantly reconfigured its
bilateral relations with Azerbaijan (Salehi-Yaganeh & Raeesi-
Nejad, 2023).

Methodology

This research employs a qualitative-documentary methodology,
grounded in a constructivist-realist analytical framework that
acknowledges both material power shifts and the role of identity
politics. Data was systematically collected through an extensive
review of primary and secondary sources. These include official
government statements and strategic documents from Iran and
Azerbaijan, reports from regional think tanks, analysis of treaties
and agreements, and scholarly literature in Persian and English.
Key academic works by Salehi-Yaganeh & Raeesi-Nejad (2023),
Pourahmadi & Feizollahi (2023), and Akhbari (2020) provided
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foundational thematic analysis. Document analysis focused on
identifying shifts in discourse, policy, and strategic posturing pre-
and post-2020, allowing for a comprehensive assessment of
evolving threats and responses.

Result and Discussion

The findings confirm the central hypothesis that the Second
Karabakh War has acted as a powerful accelerant, exacerbating
pre-existing tensions and introducing new, multidimensional
threats to Iran's national security.

1. Economic Threats

The decisive Azerbaijani victory has revived and lent credibility to
the "Zangezur Corridor" concept—a proposed extraterritorial
transit route connecting mainland Azerbaijan to its Nakhchivan
exclave through Armenian territory. Iran perceives this as a direct
strategic and economic challenge. This corridor, heavily promoted
by Azerbaijan and Turkey, threatens to marginalize Iran's
established North-South Transport Corridor (INSTC) and its
crucial role as a regional transit hub. Such a bypass would diminish
Tehran's economic leverage and geopolitical relevance in the
Caucasus.

2. Security-Political Threats

The war has dramatically altered the regional military and political
balance. Azerbaijan's military modernization, heavily supported by
Turkey and lIsrael, has shifted power in Baku's favor. The
deepening security partnership between Azerbaijan and Israel is of
paramount concern for Tehran. This "northern front" collaboration,
involving potential Israeli intelligence operations and advanced
arms transfers, poses a direct challenge to Iran's regional
deterrence posture and national security. Furthermore, the
weakened position of Russia—the traditional security guarantor in
the region—post-Ukraine invasion has created a power vacuum,
emboldening Azerbaijan and Turkey while constraining lran's
options.

3. Socio-Cultural Threats

The ideological dimension remains potent. The war has been
accompanied by a resurgence of Pan-Turkist rhetoric and ethno-
nationalism in Azerbaijan, often framed in opposition to a
Persian/Iranian "other." This ideology, championed by the Ankara-
Baku axis, seeks to undermine the shared Shia identity that Tehran
has historically relied upon as a soft-power tool. The secular,
nationalist narrative from Baku intentionally downplays religious
commonality in favor of ethnic-Turkic solidarity, creating a
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societal rift that complicates diplomatic outreach and fuels mutual
suspicion.

While pragmatic, transaction-based cooperation—particularly in
energy and limited trade—persists, it is overshadowed by these
structural tensions. The analysis suggests that the reported
Azerbaijan-Armenia "Washington Agreement" of August 2025,
likely formalizing Azerbaijani gains and regional realignment, will
institutionalize the new status quo, further chilling Tehran-Baku
relations and solidifying the threat matrix facing Iran.

Conclusion

The Second Karabakh War was not an isolated conflict but a
transformative event that has significantly degraded Iran's
geopolitical and security position in the South. It has amplified a
pre-existing trajectory of competition into a more acute and
multifaceted confrontation. The convergence of economic bypass
strategies, military-political encirclement via Israeli-Azerbaijani
ties, and ideologically-driven Pan-Turkist narratives presents a
compounded challenge that transcends any single domain of
statecraft. Iran's response has involved a cautious balancing act:
reaffirming support for Armenian territorial integrity as a
counterweight, seeking to maintain functional economic ties where
possible, and reinforcing its own military posture along the
northwestern border. The post-2020 era signifies a new, more
volatile chapter in Iran-Azerbaijan relations, where managed
rivalry, punctuated by episodes of crisis, is likely to be the
enduring norm. The evolving dynamics underscore the intricate
linkage between regional conflicts and core national security
imperatives, demanding a sophisticated and multidimensional
strategic response from Tehran.

References

e Abushev, K. (2005). “The Nagorno Karabakh Conflict as a Part of the
‘New’ Eurasian Geopolitics” AU SBFD, 60 (3).

e Aghazada, M.M. (2023). “Azerbaijani- Iranian Relations After the Second
Karabakh War: Features and Trends”,
Vestnik RUDN. International Relations,  Available at:  ISSN 2313-
0660 (print), ISSN 2313- 0679 (online), DOI: 10.22363/2313-0660-2023-
23-4-719-733.

I Y\ I (pMusdlase) cypmms plol gols oISl ol pubis




(Times New Roman: 7: Bold) altie oisic [l

Ahmadi, H. (2017). “The Clash of Nationalisms: Iranian Response to
Baku’s Irredentism”, in The Great Game in West Asia: Iran, Turkey, and
South Caucasus, ed. Mehran Kamrava (Oxford: Oxford University Press,
2017), 105 -140.

Akhbari, M. (2020). “The Geopolitical Consequences of the Karabakh
Crisis in the Relations of the Islamic Republic of Iran in the Caucasus.”
Political-Spatial Planning Quarterly, 3(1), pp. 20-31. (in persian)
Al-Monitor(2023). “Iran Lashes Out as Azerbaijan Opens Embassy in
Israel”, Available at: https://tinyurl.com/yc42a7ux.

Azerbaijan Point to Broader Shifts in the South Caucasus”, The
Washington  Institute for Near [East Policy, Available at:
https://tinyurl.com/bdec2vén.

Borshchevskaya, A. & Andrew J.T. (2023). “Iran’s Tensions with

Cornell, S. E. (2005). “Small Nations and Great Powers: A Study of
Ethnopolitical Conflict in the Caucasus”, Routledge.

Crisis Group. (2020). "Azerbaijan’s Offensive in Nagorno-Karabakh: The
Risks of a New War". Retrieved from https://www.crisisgroup.org.
Esfandiari, G. (2021). “What’s Behind Fresh Tensions On The Iran-
Azerbaijan Border?”, RFE/RL, Available at:
https://tinyurl.com/mvpnzya5.

Ettelaat Net. (2023).Will the Aras Corridor on Iran's Northern Borders
Replace Zangezur?. Available at: https://ettelaat.net/1402/08/06/75195/.(in
persian)

Farrokh, K. (2016). “Pan-Turanism Takes Aim at Azerbaijan; A
Geopolitical Agenda”, CAIS, Available at: https://tinyurl.com/2ajx63hk.
Gasimov, Z. (2021). “Active but Inefficient? Iran’s Strategy towards the
Conflict in Nagorno Karabakh”, In the Karabakh Gambit: Responsibility
for Future, ed. Turan Gafarli and Michael Arnold, Istanbul: TRT World
Research Center.

Gevorgyan, A. (2023). “RED LINES AND GREEN LIGHTS: IRAN’S
BALANCING POLICY IN THE SOUTH CAUCASUS”, Analytical
Bulletin (CCCS), 16, 7-32 DOI: 10.56673/18294502-23.16.

Goksel, N. (2021) “The Second Karabakh War: A Turning Point for the
South Caucasus”, Turkish Policy Quarterly, Vol. 20, No. 2, Pp. 33-42.

Has, K. & Kaleji, V. & Markedonov, S. (2020). “The Breakdown of the
Status Quo and the International Dimension of the Nagorno-Karabakh

B



https://tinyurl.com/yc42a7ux
https://tinyurl.com/bdec2v6n
https://www.crisisgroup.org/
https://tinyurl.com/mvpnzya5
https://tinyurl.com/2ajx63hk

kel BT

Crisis”, The Valdai Discussion Club, Available at:
https://tinyurl.com/5y4tvubb.

e Hunter, S. (2017). “Iran's Relations with Azerbaijan and Armenia:
Balancing Act in the South Caucasus”, Middle East Policy, Vol. 24, No.3,
Pp 108-120.

e Iran-Armenia Joint Chamber of Commerce. (2022).The Leader of the
Islamic Republic in a Meeting with Erdogan: Iran Opposes the Policy of
Blocking the Border with Armenia. Available at:
https://iranarmeniacc.com/. (in persian)

e Isayev, H. & Ani, M. (2021). “Azerbaijan Starts Charging Iranian Trucks
Supplying Armenia”, Eurasianet, Available at:
https://tinyurl.com/eav5d8ijz.

e Jaraian Think Tank. (2021).The New Caucasus After the 2020 War.
Available at: https://jaraian.com/1400/new-caucasus-map/.(in persian)

e Kaleji, V. (2020). “The 2020 Karabakh War’s Impact on the Northwestern
Border of Iran”, FEurasia Daily = Monitor, Available at:
https://tinyurl.com/4zyc2f2t.

o Kaleji, V. (2022). “Strategic Rail Connectivity: Time to Reconnect Iran and
the South Caucasus”, Baku Dialogues, 6 (1).

e Kaleji, V. (2023). “The Israel Factor as a ‘Third Party’ in Growing
Tensions Between Iran and Azerbaijan” Eurasia Daily Monitor, Available
at: https://tinyurl.com/24kc2nz8.

e Khoshnood, A. & Khoshnood, A. (2021), “Iran's Quandary on Nagorno-
Karabakh”, = Middle  East  Quarterly, 28(2), Available at:
https://www.meforum.org/62069/iran-guandary-on-nagorno-karabakh.

e Mamedov, E. (2020). “Iran’s Delicate Balancing Act in the South
Caucasus”, Eurasianet, Available at: https://tinyurl.com/mtvc7mk6.

e Mazhari, M. (2020). “Her Soziin bir yeri var (Every Remark should be
Pertinent)”, Tehran Times, Available at: https://tinyurl.com/b8p9ehcw.

e Mohammadi-Goodarzi, M. R., Moradi, A., Faridi, S., & Talebpour, F. (2023).
“Strategies of the Islamic Republic of Iran in the South Caucasus

Region.”*Defense Policy Journal, 32(123), pp. 109-148. (in persian)
e Ozgeng, T. (2022). “Azerbaijan to Protect all Azerbaijanis, Including Those
in Iran: President”, AA, Available at: https://tinyurl.com/bddsujnm.

I (A I (pMusdlase) cypmms plol gols oISl ol pubis



https://tinyurl.com/5y4tvu5b
https://iranarmeniacc.com/.%20(in
https://tinyurl.com/eav5d8jz
https://tinyurl.com/4zyc2f2t
https://tinyurl.com/24kc2nz8
https://www.meforum.org/62069/iran-quandary-on-nagorno-karabakh
https://tinyurl.com/mtvc7mk6
https://tinyurl.com/b8p9ehcw
https://tinyurl.com/bddsujnm

(Times New Roman: 7: Bold) altie oisic [l

Poghosyan, B. (2021). “Armenia — Iran Relations and their Perspectives
after the 2020 Karabakh War”, New Geopolitics, Available at:
https://tinyurl.com/3st9x9au.

Pourahmadi, H., & Feizollahi, M. (2023). “Playing the Zero-Sum Game in
the South Caucasus (Emphasizing the 2020 Karabakh War).” Central Asia
and The Caucasus Journal for Regional Studies, 29(123), pp. 67-92. (in
persian)

Rashidi, A. (2023). “The Middle Corridor and Iran's Interests in the South
Caucasus.” Central Asia and The Caucasus Journal for Regional Studies,
29(121), pp. 27-54. (in persian)

Roubanis, 1. (2024). “Iran’s Security Posture in the South Caucasus After
the War in Ukraine”, Central Asia-Caucasus Institute & Silk Road Studies
Program, Joint Center, Feature Article May 30.

Seifoddini, S. (2022). “Tahlili bar Taghyire ‘Roze Esteqlal’ dar Hamsayeye
Shomali (An analysis On the Change of ‘Independence Day’ in the
Northern Neighbor”, Shargh Daily, Available at:
https://tinyurl.com/mrdjzfhn.

Souleimanov, E. (2011). “Dealing With Azerbaijan: The Policies Of
Turkey and Iran Toward The Karabakh War (1991-1994)”’, MERIA
Journal, 15(3).

Syed Zafar, M. (2020). “Iran Backs Azerbaijan’s Right to Liberate
Karabakh”, AA, Available at: https://tinyurl.com/4th6znnk.

Tehran Times(2020). “Vague peace in Nagorno-Karabakh”, Available at:
https://tinyurl.com/4haenbn6.

Valiyev, A. (2013). “Azerbaijan-Iran Relations: Challenges and Prospects”,
Caucasus Analytical Digest, 55, Pp. 76-80.

Vatanka, A. (2022). “Iran, Tiirkiye, and the future of the South Caucasus”
Middle East Institute, Available at: https://tinyurl.com/4v3cydrk.

Yaganeh-Salehi, M. (2023). “Pan-Turkism and the Baku-Ankara Strategic
Alliance.” Central Asia and The Caucasus Journal for Regional Studies,
29(121), pp. 55-78. (in persian)
Yaganeh-Salehi, M., & Raeesi-Nejad, A. (2023). “The Ankara-Baku Alliance
in the Second Karabakh War and its Impact on Iran's National Security.”
Foreign Policy Quarterly, 37(2), pp. 81-108. (in persian)
Yeo, A. (2024). “Azerbaijan and Iran in the Shadows of Karabakh and
Ukraine”, Caucasus Analytical Digest, 136, 7-11, Available at:
https://doi.org/10.3929/ethz-b-000657553.

B



https://tinyurl.com/3st9x9au
https://tinyurl.com/mrdjzfhn
https://tinyurl.com/4th6znnk
https://tinyurl.com/4haenbn6
https://tinyurl.com/4v3cydrk
https://doi.org/10.3929/ethz-b-000657553

kel BT

e Yesilot, O. (2020). “Tiurk askeri 102 yil sonra yeniden Azerbaycan'da
(Turkish Soldiers are back in Azerbaijan after 102 years)”, AA, Available
at: https://tinyurl.com/yyv6zpt5.

e  Yunus, M. (2020). “Geopolitics of Energy in the Caspian Region: The Role
of Azerbaijan”, Palgrave Macmillan.

Publisher: Imam Hussein University © Authors
This article is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International License (CC BY 4.0). BY

I Y0 I (pMusdlase) cypmms plol gols oISl ol pubis



https://tinyurl.com/yyv6zpt5

