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Abstract 

Introduction 
With a little tolerance and comprehensiveness, it can be said that in 
the third millennium, the phenomenon of terrorism as a driving 
factor of political, social, economic, etc. developments has 
replaced well-known political phenomena such as revolution, war 
(full-scale wars between two or more political units with a specific 
identity in the form of national states), coups, rebellions, etc., and 
has challenged human life in its various dimensions, especially in 
political aspects and dimensions (subnational, national, and 
international political groups). The phenomenon of terrorism is 
spreading in the world. This phenomenon has become extremely 
widespread, especially in the last decades of the twentieth century 
and the first two decades of the twenty-first century. Terrorism is a 
phenomenon as old as human history. The broad conceptual scope 
of this phenomenon has led thinkers and experts from various 
academic disciplines such as political science, sociology, law, etc. 
to study and analyze this phenomenon from different dimensions 
and produce rich scientific literature for it. People, countries, 
governments, national and international organizations, and even 
civilizations of today's world are each faced with this phenomenon 
in some way. The problem is that people, countries, governments, 
and other political entities are forced to define this phenomenon 
and take a stand against it. The dispersion and intensity of terrorist 
operations in certain parts of the world suggests that geographical 
factors and components can be the basis for terrorist thoughts or 
operations. 
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Methodology 
This research is a type of developmental research that has been 
conducted within the framework of interpretive methodology and 
in the manner of qualitative research. The basis of the research 
method in this article is the "grounded theory" or "grounded data 
method", which is one of the most valid and widely used methods 
in qualitative research. This method was created in 1967 by Glaser 
and Strauss. If there is no comprehensive research in a specific 
field or there is a knowledge gap, grounded data research is used. 
Therefore, in grounded data research, unlike other research, instead 
of relying on existing theories, emphasis is placed on the 
formulation of theories and hypotheses by the researcher. 
Therefore, considering that there was no comprehensive theory 
regarding the exact relationship between geography and terrorism, 
data was collected in a library manner from books and reference 
studies, journals and reputable articles. In order to recognize and 
understand the geographical contexts that are effective in the 
emergence and intensification of terrorism, various sources have 
been examined and analyzed. The necessary documents and 
arguments have been extracted from various articles and books that 
have analyzed the subject of terrorism using the method of content 
analysis. Then, various indicators and components have been 
identified from various researches. In the next stage, by examining 
and reviewing the indicators, components and important 
geographical categories affecting the phenomenon of terrorism, the 
relationship between them has been determined in the "Atlas T" 
software and the final model has been drawn. 
 
Result and discussion 
The factors and components of natural and human geography have 
a significant impact on terror and terrorism. Terrorism, like other 
human activities, is affected by weather conditions. As any terrorist 
operation without coordination with the local weather is doomed to 
failure. Climate change has a significant relationship with 
terrorism. Geographical location is also one of the most important 
natural factors in shaping human activities. American geographer 
Alan Churchill Semple believes that the geographical location of 
any country is considered a very important factor in their history. It 
can be said that geographical locations are more vulnerable to their 
level of development and progress. This is not because they have 
more vulnerable, more valuable and more important points that can 
be chosen as targets by terrorists. In this regard, the buffering of a 
country's location and its role in strengthening and developing 
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terrorism in that country can be mentioned. Due to their national 
power, buffer states do not have the ability to change or oppose the 
policies of global powers. On the other hand, the imbalance of 
power between global powers in some cases leads to the 
occupation of the region and the buffer state by one of these 
powers. One of the perspectives explaining terrorism is spatial and 
economic injustice. Weak biological foundations and unbalanced 
distribution of natural resources at the country level can lead to the 
formation of asymmetric development. This issue and the lack of 
desirable spatial development of areas poor in terms of natural 
resources can create a platform for extremist activities. The 
physical structure of the land and the uneven topography and 
geographical shape of the regions are also other important and 
determining factors in the development and development of 
terrorist activities in countries. It is said that the existence of 
extensive geographical features and rough topography has 
increased the maneuverability of terrorist groups and armed 
criminals in the common border areas between Afghanistan and 
Pakistan, making it very difficult to identify and pursue terrorists in 
these areas. Furthermore, having long, influential and imposed 
geographical borders is actually one of the important factors in 
facilitating terrorist activities. 
 
Conclusion  
The study of the complex and multidimensional phenomenon of 
terrorism as one of the major trends affecting human life in the 
third millennium; is still on the agenda of researchers and scholars 
in various fields, but attention to the spatial-spatial dimensions of 
this phenomenon has been less paid attention. This is while there 
are places, spaces and specific geographical areas that act as the 
main places and headquarters for the development, development 
and strengthening of terrorism in the world. Therefore, terrorism is 
mainly formed in specific spatial-spatial areas. In fact, these places 
and spaces where terrorism is born have geographical conditions 
and indicators that are susceptible to terrorist activities. On the 
other hand, although "terrorism" is a political phenomenon in itself 
and by nature, firstly, geographical forces, factors and elements are 
very influential in the formation of this phenomenon, and on the 
other hand, its reflection and consequences are reflected in the 
space level and, in other words, it reproduces the space. Therefore, 
in order to analyze and explain terrorism, it is necessary to pay 
attention to a "geopolitical" theory and design a model for the 
geographical explanation of terrorism, based on such a theory, and 
a one-sided "political" or "geographical" view alone cannot lead to 
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an accurate understanding of this phenomenon and, consequently, 
to provide a solution for it. Therefore, in order to develop and 
develop terrorism in a geographical region, there must be a set of 
different political, security, social, cultural, economic, geopolitical 
and natural characteristics and indicators in space, which these 
seven parts, along with the variables below each of them, were 
explained in this study. Another noteworthy point is that the 
variables associated with each of these seven basic parts of 
geography have a synergistic effect on each other and, by 
interacting with each other, cause the formation and activity of 
terrorist groups. 
 
  
  
Keywords: geography, terrorist operations, geography of 
terrorism  

 

 

 

References 

1- Ahmadypour, Zahra and et al (2007); Study of The Pace of Development of 

Political- Administrative Spaces IN Iran Case Study: Iran's Provinces In 1st To 3rd 

Development Plans (1989-2004) Geopolitics Quarterly, Vol. 3, No. 7, Tehran [in 

Persian] 
2- Brybjar,Lia(2004) the Role of Non-State Actorsin Building Human Security. 

3- Ebrahimzadeh, Issa(2000); City and Urbanization In Sistan and Baluchestan, 

Journal of Human Sciences, University of Sistan and Baluchestan, Serial No 10, 

Zahedan [in Persian]. 

4- Elu, J.U., & Price, G.N. (2019). The Causes and Consequences of Terrorism in Sub-

Saharan Africa. The Oxford Handbook of Terrorism. 

5- Fields, R.(1979), Child terror victims and adult terrorists. 

6- Gurr, Ted Robert(1970), Why Men Rebel. Princeton, NJ: Center of International 

Studies. 

7- Hoffman B, “Terrorisms CEO” (INTERVIEV WITH Peter Bergen), Atlantic 

Unbound, http://www.theatlantic.com.2002 

8- Ibrahimbaysalami, Ghlamheidar (2006); Geopolitical Situation and Social 

Insecurity Case Study: Khaf and Roshtkhar In The East of Iran, Geopolitics 

Quarterly, Vol 2, No.3&4, Tehran [in Persian]. 

9- Kavianirad, Morad(2010); Regionalism In Iran From The Perspective of Political 

Geography, Research Institute of Strategic Studies Publications, Tehran[in 

Persian].Dikec,Mustafa(2007), Badlands of the Republic: Space, politics and 

Urban. 

10- Keister, Jennifer (2014), the Illusion of Chaos Why Ungoverned Spaces Arenot 

Ungoverned.CATO Institude. 

11- Laqueuer, Walter. The Age of Terrorism , Boston: Little,Brown & Co. 

http://www.theatlantic.com.2002/


  

   

 

 السلام( دانشگاه جامع امام حسین )علیهات ینشر 203

 آفاق امنیت

12- Lizardo, omar A. and Albert Bergesen, Types of Terrorism by World 

13- Malji, A. (2015). Terrain, Trains, and Terrorism: The Influence of Geography on 

Terrorism in India. (Doctoral Dissertation). University of Kentucky. Retrieved from 

https://uknowledge.uky.edu/polysci_etds/15 

14- Marcuse, Peter(2009), Spatial Justice : Derivative but causal of school Injustice. 

15- Margolin, Joseph (1977), Psycholigical Perspective in Terrotism. Pages 273-74. 

16- Pape, Robert A, (2005), Dying to Win: The Strategic Logic of Suicide Terrorism. 

17- Pearleatein Richard M. “The mind of the political terrorist” in Kindle Edition, 1991. 

18- Retting, Mike(2013), Mitigating the Threat Posed by Ungoverned Spaces Cost-

effective. 

19- Richardson, Louise(2007), What Terrorists Want.Random House. 

20- Schmid, A.(2005). Terrorism as psychological warfare. Democracy and Security, 

137-146. 

21- Schmid. Alex P., Political terrorism: A Research Guide to conceps, theories, Data 

and Literature (Amsterdam : North Horth Holland publishing Co,1983, transactions 

Books,(1985) 

22- Soja, Edward, W(2010), seeking for Spatial Justice, University of Minnesota, USA. 

23- Walker, Lain and Smith, Heathre J.(2002), Relative Deprivation Specification, 

Development, and Integration. 

24- Williams, Justin(2013), Toward a Theory of Spatial Justice. 

25- Zarghani, Sayed Hadi (2007); An Introduction to International Borders, University 

of Police Science Publication, Tehran [in Persian]. 

26- 1- Ahmadipour, Zahra, Mirzaei Tabar, Meysam, (2018). Geopolitics of the City and 

Explanation of the Concept of Competition, Isfahan: Geography and Environmental 

Planning, No. 2, p. 70. 

27- Ashlagi, Majid, (2007). Terrorism as a Threat to International Security, Political 

Studies, Issue 1. 

28- 3- Burton, (2001), Political Ethnology; Nasser Fakuhi, Tehran, Ghazal Publications. 

29- 4- Bendick, Wolfgang and Mangopoulos, Alice. (2009) Terrorism and Human 

Rights. Mohammad Jafar Saed, Tehran: Dadgostar. 

30- 5- Bourine, Jacques, (2003), Economic Analysis of Terrorism, Alireza Tayyeb: 

Terrorism; History, Sociology, Discourse, and Copyright. 

31- 6- Pishgahi Fard, Zahra; (2006). Challenges of Iranian Society from the Perspective 

of Political Geography; Geographical Research, No. 57. 

32- 7- Johnson, Chalmers (2004). Revolutionary Change; A Theoretical Study of the 

Revolutionary Phenomenon. Hamid Eliasi. Tehran: Amir Kabir. 

33- 8- Jones R, Jones M, Woods M; (2007). An Introduction to Political Geography; 

Zahra Pishgahi Fard and Rasoul Akbari, Tehran University Press, 

34- 9- Hafez Nia, Mohammad Reza (2006), Principles and Concepts of Geopolitics, 

Mashhad, Papli Press. 

35- 10- Habibzadeh, Mohammad Jafar; and Saeed Hakimiha (2007). "The Necessity of 

Criminalizing Terrorism in Iranian Criminal Law", Planning and Spatial Planning, 

Volume 11, No. 2, pp. 47-71. 

36- 11- Hosseini, Narjes Sadat. (2016). Terrorism; Multi-Level Geopolitical Crisis, 

First International Conference on Geopolitical Crises of the Islamic World, Tehran, 

Institute for Future Studies of the Islamic World. 

https://uknowledge.uky.edu/polysci_etds/15


 

  

204 

Analyzing the relationship between geography and terrorism using a data-driven approach 

37- 12- Khazarti, Amir Sharif. (2014). Terrorism (Legislative Criminal Policy 

Approach). Tehran: Andisheh Asr. 

38- 13- Derderian, James, (2005). Terrorist Discourse: Signs, States and Systems of 

Global Political Violence, Vahid Bozorgy, p. 65. In: Terrorism: History, Sociology, 

Discourse, Ney Publishing Rights, 2nd edition. 

39- 14- Rossi, Yugo and Vanolo, Alberto. (2016). Political Geographies of the City, Ali 

Vali Gholizadeh and Mehdi Karimi, Maragheh University Press. 

40- 15- Soroush, Abdolkarim, (2000). Religion, Tolerance and Civilization, Tehran: 

Andishe Asr. 

41- 16- Simber, Reza; (2005). A Study of Different Attitudes about Terrorist Attacks 

Against Others; Geopolitics Quarterly, No. 2. 

42- 17- Shekouei, Hossein; (2003). New Thoughts in the Philosophy of Geography 

(Volume One); 6th Edition, Gita-Shenshi Publications 

43- 18- Alijani, Bahloul; (2007). Weather and Planning of Military Activities; 

Geographical Research, No. 10. 

44- 19- Federov, Alexander. (2006). Cyberterrorism: A New Challenge for the New 

Century. Shams El-Sadat Hel-Anaei et al. Tehran: Rasha. 

45- 20- Cohen, Saul Bernard (2008). Geopolitics of the World System, Abbas Kardan, 

Tehran: Abrar Moasar. 

46- 21- Garo, Frederick. H. (2008). State Terrorism and the United States of America. 

Reza Mahmoudi Faghihi. Publisher: Office of International Counter-Terrorism 

Studies, Islamic Azad University. 

47- 22- Lashgari, Ehsan. (2016). Geopolitics of the Competition of World Powers in 

Central Eurasia, Institute of Iranian and Eurasian Studies. No. 6. 

48- 23- Muir Richard; (1379) A New Introduction to Political Geography, Mirhaidar 

Valley, Publications of the Geographical Organization of the Armed Forces, 

49- 24- Vishnyakov, Y.D. (1392). Basic Principles of Confronting Terrorism. 

Translated by Mohammad Nayebpour. Tehran: Law Enforcement University. 

 


