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         Abstract 

Introduction 
The West Asia region has long been a focal point for global 
powers, particularly the United States, due to its strategic 
significance in energy resources. Since its presence in the region, 
the United States has pursued complex and multifaceted objectives, 
which may shift depending on temporal and political 
circumstances. Among these objectives are ensuring access to 
energy resources, supporting the security of the Zionist regime, 
countering terrorist threats, and curbing Iran's influence. U.S. 
strategies and policies in West Asia are formulated and 
implemented in alignment with these goals. Consequently, 
America's longstanding presence and strategic aims in the region 
have directly influenced the formation of major developments and 
events. One of the most significant of these events was Operation 
Al-Aqsa Storm, which occurred on October 7, 2023. This operation 
has ushered in new transformations in the region, leading to 
heightened tensions and conflict over the past year, with the U.S. 
appearing to play an influential role in exacerbating tensions 
through policies based on a strategy of offshore balancing. Thus, 
this study aims to examine the role of the United States in 
escalating tensions in West Asia following Operation Al-Aqsa 
Storm. 
 
Methodology 
  This study adopts a descriptive-analytical approach. The data 

were collected from documentary and library sources, including 

scholarly articles, scientific reports, and analyses by experts in the 

field of international relations. For data analysis, the qualitative 

content analysis method was employed. 
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Result and discussion 
  Following the October 7, 2023 operation and the subsequent war 
between the Zionist regime and Palestine in the Gaza Strip, the 
United States not only failed to take substantial measures to reduce 
tensions but actually increased its support for the Zionist regime as 
part of its offshore balancing strategy. This support, manifested in 
political, military, arms, financial, and media dimensions (which 
will be discussed below), significantly contributed to escalating 
regional tensions. 
A) Political Support 
  In an effort to shift the strategic balance in favor of the Zionist 
regime, the U.S. explicitly supported it from the first day after the 
operation. In international forums such as the UN Security 
Council, the U.S. prevented any action against the regime's crimes, 
effectively neutralizing the Security Council's leverage to prevent 
escalation. This provided the Zionist regime with ample 
opportunity to expand tensions in the region without fear of 
international repercussions. This demonstrates how U.S. political 
support significantly contributed to tension escalation, suggesting 
that without American backing, the Zionist regime might not have 
been able to expand conflicts in the region. 
B) Military and Arms Support 
  Despite claims of pursuing peace, the U.S. provided 
unprecedented military and arms support to the Zionist regime 
after October 7. The delivery of advanced weapons and military 
equipment, along with the deployment of U.S. military 
commanders and personnel, enabled the regime to expand its 
military operations in Gaza and other areas like Lebanon and Syria. 
This not only undermined peace and diplomatic processes but also 
significantly escalated regional tensions, reinforcing America's 
offshore balancing strategy. 
C) Financial and Economic Support 
  After the October 7 attacks, the Biden administration approved a 
$14 billion aid package to the Zionist regime, aimed at helping it 
maintain economic stability and cope with war-related pressures. 
The October 7 operation, being one of the most extensive and 
complex military operations against the Zionist regime, had 
profound impacts on its economic security. The operation not only 
put military pressure on the regime but also weakened its economic 
foundations. In the initial months following the operation, the 
regime spent billions rebuilding military infrastructure, 
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strengthening defense systems like the Iron Dome, and mobilizing 
reserve forces. The continuation and expansion of the war with 
such economic pressures would not have been possible without 
U.S. support. Thus, as part of its offshore balancing policy, 
increased U.S. financial assistance facilitated large-scale attacks 
and tension escalation in the region. 
D) Media Support 
  To justify its political, military, and financial support for the 
Zionist regime, the U.S. needed public opinion backing, where 
American media played a crucial role by justifying the regime's 
attacks on Gaza and other areas. However, despite U.S. media 
support for the Zionist regime after Operation Al-Aqsa Storm, a 
wave of pro-Palestinian sentiment emerged in the West, 
particularly in American universities. This revealed that in today's 
world, mainstream media's credibility, especially among younger 
generations, has diminished, as they increasingly obtain news 
freely from alternative sources like social media. These platforms 
now play a primary role in shaping youth perspectives, raising 
global public awareness about the Gaza massacres. While they may 
not have significantly impacted U.S. role in escalating West Asian 
tensions, they demonstrated potential for shaping public opinion in 
the future with proper strategizing. 
 
Conclusion 
  The research findings indicate that following the October 7th 
operation, the United States implemented its "offshore balancing" 
strategy by providing comprehensive support to Israel across 
political, military, economic, and media domains, thereby enabling 
the escalation of tensions in West Asia. Politically, the U.S. 
demonstrated unequivocal support through high-level diplomatic 
visits to the occupied territories and by vetoing proposed UN 
Security Council resolutions calling for a ceasefire, effectively 
neutralizing the Council's conflict mitigation mechanisms. 
Militarily, Washington initiated immediate arms transfers to Israel, 
with the total value reaching approximately 18billion by September 
2024, while simultaneously deploying aircraftcarriers and 
embedding U.S. special operations personnel who directly 
participated in combat operations.Economically,the Biden 
administration proposed a 14 billion aid package, reduced tariffs on 
Israeli imports, and expanded bilateral economic cooperation to 
stabilize Israel's war-affected economy, measures that indirectly 
contributed to regional instability. Media analysis revealed 
systematic bias in U.S. coverage, which focused on vilifying 
resistance groups while omitting pro-Palestinian demonstrations, 
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particularly on university campuses, and consistently legitimized 
Israel's military actions. This multifaceted support structure 
fundamentally altered the regional balance of power, with 
empirical evidence demonstrating a direct correlation between U.S. 
assistance and the intensification of hostilities, as Israel pursued its 
military campaign with diminished concern for international public 
opinion. 
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