@

Security Horazions ]

b
Imam Hussein
University

Consequences of the Legal Regime of the Caspian Sea on the Border

Interactions between Iran and Azerbaijan
Javad kiani ™| Hadi Heydari |

1- Assistant Professor, Department of Border Guarding, Faculty of Security and Border, Amin Police Sciences

University, Tehran, Iran

kiani.javad2014@gmail.com

2- M.Sc. Graduate in Border Sciences and Techniques, Department of Border Guarding, Faculty of Security and

Border, Amin Police Sciences University, Tehran, Iran

Volume info

Vol. 19
Series: 71
Summer 2026
P.P: 155-178

Article Type

Research Paper

Article History

Received:

2025-10-28
Revised:

2025-11-20
Accepted:

2026-08-03
Published:

2026-08-31

ISSN - E-ISSN

ISSN: 2538-1857
E-ISSN: 2645-5250

heydari63@gmail.com
Abstract

The legal regime of the Caspian Sea, with ambiguity in determining border lines
and the legal framework, has a significant impact on the border interactions
between Iran and Azerbaijan. The aim of this research is to identify the
consequences of the legal regime of the Caspian Sea on the border interactions
between Iran and Azerbaijan. The present research is applied in terms of purpose
and qualitative-exploratory in terms of nature and data collection method. Data
were collected through semi-structured interviews with experts in the field of
border issues, the Caspian Sea, and university professors. Data analysis was
conducted with the participation of some participants and using MaxQDA
software to extract basic and organizing themes comprehensively and
systematically. The findings obtained from the analysis of the interviews included
72 basic themes and 12 organizing themes, which were related to the
consequences of the legal regime of the Caspian Sea on maritime security,
exploitation of shared resources, and maritime border security between Iran and
Azerbaijan. These themes made it possible to comprehensively and systematically
analyze the actual and potential effects of the legal regime. The results showed
that the legal regime of the Caspian Sea has extensive consequences on the border
interactions between Iran and Azerbaijan and has led to operational limitations,
increased security risks, reduced investment, and created complexity in regional
cooperation. The findings indicate that the lack of a transparent and binding legal
framework has led to the continuation of misunderstandings, reduced bilateral
trust, and limitations in the sustainable development of shared resources.
Therefore, formulating coherent policies and operational mechanisms, clarifying
maritime regulations, and enhancing coordination among relevant institutions is
essential to strengthen maritime security, optimize the exploitation of shared
resources, and improve the management of maritime borders.

Keywords: Legal Regime, Caspian Sea, Security, Border Interactions, I.R. Iran
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