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Abstract

The 2025 report of the United Kingdom Parliament’s Intelligence and Security
Committee (ISC) on Iran constitutes one of the most consequential policy texts in
the construction of the Islamic Republic as a security threat within contemporary
Western security discourse. This study examines how the report, through the
deployment of security-oriented language and discursive strategies, constructs
Iran as an object of securitization, thereby legitimizing policies of sanctions,
coercive pressure, and strategic alignment with the United States and the Zionist
regime. More specifically, the article addresses the following research question:
How does the UK Parliament’s report discursively represent Iran as a
multidimensional security threat? Methodologically, the study draws upon
Norman Fairclough’s Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA), examining the report
across three interrelated dimensions: textual analysis, discursive practice, and
social practice. The findings reveal that, at the textual level, the report is
characterized by the systematic use of threat-oriented lexicon and security labels;
at the level of discursive practice, Iran is constructed as a multidimensional threat
encompassing the nuclear, cyber, terrorist, and regional domains; and at the level
of social and ideological practice, the United Kingdom’s policies toward Tehran
are represented as security imperatives rather than political choices. The analysis
demonstrates that the report forms part of a broader process of securitizing Iran
within British official discourse, reinforcing Iran’s identity as a ‘threatening
Other’ and, consequently, orienting the future trajectory of British foreign policy
toward containment and deterrence rather than engagement and cooperation.
Keywords: Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA), Securitization, United
Kingdom, Britain, Iran, Islamic Republic.
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