@

.

Security Horazions ]

Imam Hussein
University

An Analysis of the Social Cleavages in the Zionist Regime and an Explanation

of the Process of the Collapse of its Social Structure

Hossein Yousefi 1| Behzad Ghasemi % | Ahmad Zarean 3

1. Corresponding Author: PhD student in Regional Studies, Faculty of International Studies, Imam Hossein
University, Tehran, Iran. E-mail: h.youseffi@gmail.com
2. Associate Professor, Department of Geopolitics, Faculty of International Studies, Imam Hossein University,

Tehran, Iran.

3. Assistant Professor of Regional Studies, Faculty of International Studies, Imam Hossein University, Tehran, Iran.

Volume info

Vol. 18
Series: 69
Winter 2025
P.P: 159-191

Article Type

Research Paper

Article History

Received:

2025-07-16
Revised:

2025-08-15
Accepted:

2025-09-22
Published:

2025-12-31

ISSN - E-ISSN

ISSN: 2538-1857
E-ISSN: 2645-5250

Abstract

The aim of this article is to examine and analyze the contradictions and divisions

within the Zionist society, with a focus on ethnic and religious cleavages and their
impact on weakening and making the Zionist regime wvulnerable. The
heterogeneous society of the Zionist regime consists of diverse ethnic and racial
groups such as Ashkenazi, Sephardi, Mizrahi, Russian-origin Jews, Falasha, and
Avrab citizens of 1948, as well as followers of various religions and denominations
including Judaism, Islam, Christianity, Druze, and others. Therefore; This study,
by using a descriptive and analytical approach, seeks to answer the fundamental
question: At what levels do the societal cleavages in the Zionist society exist, and
how do the conflicts and internal fractures—particularly ethnic and religious
cleavages—affect the weakening and vulnerability of this regime? It is worth
mentioning; this ethnic, racial, religious, and denominational diversity has led to
persistent and deep internal divisions within the regime, even after more than
seventy years since its establishment. One of the most significant and long-
standing cleavages in Zionist society—present since the founding of the regime in
1948 and growing deeper over time—is the polarization between different social
groups centered around religion, namely the confrontation between ultra-
Orthodox religious groups (Haredim) and the secular citizens of the Zionist
society. The findings and results of the research indicate that the heterogeneous
nature of the society and the deep social divisions within the Zionist regime—
especially ethnic and religious cleavages—have led to its vulnerability and
weakening, and ultimately may result in its internal collapse. To support the data,
the study attempts to utilize the three-level theory of social cleavages proposed by
Manza and Brooks.
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