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Abstract

This research aims to elucidate True “vade sadegh” 1 and 2 as creating a new
dynamic in the relations between the Islamic Republic of Iran and the Zionist
regime. True “vade sadegh” 1, which occurred in response to the Zionist regime's
aggression against the consulate of the Islamic Republic of Iran in Syria,
transformed the four-decade trajectory of relations between the Islamic Republic
and the Zionist regime and is considered the first official attack by the Islamic
Republic against the Zionist regime since the Strategic Patience doctrine. Prior to
this operation, the deterrence doctrine of the Islamic Republic was based on the
principle that if aggression by the Zionist regime targeted Iran, although Iran
might also suffer damages, the Islamic Republic would dictate the end of the war.
Based on the theoretical framework of realism in international relations, the True
Promise operation demonstrated that the country's defense doctrine vis-a-vis the
Zionist regime can evolve beyond a punitive response to emphasize
"incalculability”" and, consequently, the "unmanageability" of Iran's behavior.
Based on the experience of “vade sadegh” 1 and 2, the Zionist regime should
expect behavior outside the conventional rules of engagement following any
aggression against Iran, just as Iran's response in True Promise exceeded analysts'
expectations. Therefore, institutionalizing the True Promise experience into the
standard behavior of the Islamic Republic in confronting the Zionist regime
should provide a new model for designing the Islamic Republic's deterrence
strategy in the new state of Iran-regime relations. This article seeks to present
such a perspective.
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